MAIDEN   SPEECHES

we had not over and over again obtained treaties with
Turkish guarantees for the protection of Christian minori-
ties which originally had seemed to be adequate, but
which when the time of testing came had failed to enlist
any actual defence for those minorities. * It is,' he said,
' possible to exaggerate the value of those guarantees. We
are far more likely to be able to assist those unfortunate
minorities by acting as the friends of the Turkish nation on
the basis of this treaty than by producing clauses which
would only have been granted, if granted at all, resentfully
and in a spirit of bitterness.' The Turkish people, in his
opinion, had always been and were still resentful of any
attempt by any other country to claim a prescriptive right
over any portion of their citizens. He pleaded for friendly
negotiation as against strict insistence on the letter of the
Treaty.

He concluded with a few words on existing conditions in
Turkey. * I do not suppose there is anyone who knows that
country or has studied its history who does not feel great
anxiety about the existing conditions there.' They were
passing through a period of ultra-nationalism. The Turkish
people he reminded the House * have always had a strong
sentiment of nationality, which has sometimes been over-
looked by historians who are apt to exaggerate their re-
ligious zeal/ At the end of the war the Turks were in
grave peril; ' they felt paralysing strangleholds upon their
future existence as a nation.* But * it was nationalism that
saved Turkey. It is nationalism that rules Turkey to-day.
I believe that as time goes on other influences will prevail,
and that a spirit of toleration will make itself felt, and then
this country on the basis of this Treaty will be able to step
in and share in the better relations between the two
countries. I believe it is our duty to foster and build upon
such friendship as exists to-day. That friendship I believe is
very much greater than some people seem prepared to
admit. This Treaty, whatever its merits or demerits may